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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH& HUMAN SERVICES

c

National Instiwres of Health
$ National Cancer Inmtute

L- Memorandum

Fmm Chi& Radiation Effixts Branck DCB

To Elaine Gall@ Ph.D., Deputy Director, OfEce of internationalHealti DOE

The following occurred following the signing of the “Funding Arrangement” between you and
Dr. Nikolay Kriscnko, Deputy Mhister of Health on March 20 and may be of interest:

. Dr. Mohandas Bm Dr. Patzicia Holehanand I met briefly with Tarmny
Fitzgcraid, Seeond Seemtary, U.S. Embassy in Minsk on March 21. She was
briefed on the funding ammgemen~ asked about proee-duresto transfer monies
and the conditions and timing of same. Shc also asked if the ambassador should
send the letter requesting governmental supportfor our project to the prime
minister as he had previously intendedto do, but which was not sent following the
lack of agreement duringthe discussionsin January. I indicated that I would
inquireof Dr. Krisenko if it would stillbe helpful for the ambassador to send the
letter.

● It was noon on Friday, March 22, befbre 1 could find and speak to Dr. Krisen.ka
hc asked that the ambassador send the letterreferred to above.

● Upon contacting the embassy regarding the ambassador’s letter, I learned that
Ms. Fitzgerald and Ambassador Yalowitz would be available for a brief period to
time Iater that day. Unfii ly, Dr. Bhat had already departed Minsk and Dr.
Holahan codd not be located. Dr. David Becker and Dr. Ihor Masnyk were the
only participants of the thyroid studythat could be located and I invited them to
join me.

● The meeting with the Ambassador and Ms. Fitzgerald resulted in the foilowing:

1. The -bassador expressed regret and disappointment that he had not been
informed in advanec of the signing of the ‘Yi.mdingarrangement.”
Because of limited opportunitiesto publicize U.S. activities and interests

PC- to tie loth tivers=y of the Chernobyl accident, the
Ambassador suggested that his prcsenec, together with Belarus
government officials, TV cameras and the press, could have provided an
unusual opportunityto enhaneethe U.S. image regarding coneem for
peoplc, pticddy children, affected by the a-ident.
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2. In f~ess, I indicatedthat we were not sure the document would be
signed untilWednesday morning. —

3. At a minim~ he requestedMs. Fitzgerald to prepare a press release and
asked that I assist her in doing so. On March 24 she discussed with me by
telephone the general content of a press release. We discussed several
factual matters and I suggested that the cmbaasy and the Ministry of
Health jointly issue the prms release. I do not know the fti wording of
the text or if it was issued.

4. We suggested to the Ambassador that another opportunity for publicity
and TV cameras might be at the time cohort children begin to be examined
at the dispensary. Although a possibility, the Ambassador noted that this

event will occur afl.crApril 26 and, therefore, might be too late to be
associated withthe 1Oti anniversary.

5. The Ambassador agreed to send a letter to the prime minister soliciting his
support of our project as a national project. The origimd letter, in which
DOE had concuned, requireda few minor changes to reflect recent events:
I do not have a copy of the final worihg, however.

I hope that the above is helpfidto you.
—

ccl : F. Austin
J. Taylor
C. Kessler
J. Wechselberger
S. Yaniv
P. Holahan
M. Bhat
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